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This study analyzed how formerly conflicting countries in the Mekong region
came to cooperate as a "region." Based on the hypothesis that the Mekong Committee prepared the
framework of "Mekong" and the foundation for cooperation during the Cold War, we attempted to
examine the institutional development history of Mekong-wide development cooperation since then. As
a result, it became clear how international organizations and governments of the basin countries
materialized a network of intergovernmental practitioners with the "Mekong"™ as a unit through
cooperation in water resource management and infrastructure development by the 2000s. Networks were
formed. These public-private networks are supporting the regional collaboration.
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