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This project theoretically and experimentally studied the volunteer’ s
dilemma games, based on the previous studies by Diekman (1985; 1993). We examined both symmetric
cases, where the costs of contribution are equal across players, and asymmetric cases, where they
are not. In the symmetric cases, we characterized limiting quantal response equilibrium (QRE) and
examined its explanatory power. In the asymmetric cases, we identified the space of parameter values

that makes the games theoretically more interesting. Specifically, we identified conditions that
makes S-equilibrium, in which one of the players with low costs of contribution contributes,
risk-dominant. We re-examined the hypothesis submitted by Diekman (1993) that an S-equilibrium is
likely to be played. We find that this assertion does not necessarily hold. We also conducted an
econometric comparison among models including inequality aversion, level-k, and QRE, we find that
the QRE model fits the experimental data best.
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