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We first empirically examine what drives candidates to oppose the
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), using as case studies Japan"s 2013 and 2016 Upper House elections.
Candidates” stances toward the TPP are related to whether they face fiercer competition with rival
candidates of other parties or those belonging to the same party, and whether their election was
held before or after the conclusion of the TPP negotiations.
Our second study explores the effect of electoral systems on Diet members® stances toward the TPP in
Japan. Legislators’ stances toward the TPP are related to the size of their constituencies, the
types of constituency systems from which they were elected, and the length of their remaining terms.
Thgsglresults hold even when including additional controls and/or when using another explained
variable.
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“ Electoral rules and free trade agreements as a campaign issue: The case
of political disputes over the Trans-Pacific Partnership in Japan”
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“ Inter-cameral differences in trade politics: Diet members and
protests against the Trans-Pacific Partnership in Japan”
“ Constituency size, election proximity,
special interests and a free trade agreement: The case of the Trans-Pacific Partnership
in Japan”
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