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Due to severe financial conditions and unmet medical needs, the Japanese
government must prioritize both R&D incentives and drug prices/expenditures. Hence, it is important
to find ways to achieve higher R&D incentives without raising drug prices/expenditures. This study
aims at considering such policy measures by conducting microeconomic and quantitative analyses of
the National Health Insurance drug price system and pharmaceutical firms operating in Japan with
focus on the so-called Price Maintenace Premium introduced in 2010, the development lag between
Japan and the United States and risks faced by pharmaceutical firm about market launch in Japan. The

results of this study were presented at the international conferences and published in
international referred academic journals.
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