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A Study on infant mortality and locations of emergency medical institutions
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In this study, we analyzed the relationship between infant mortality and the
emergency medical care system, especially the distance to the emergency center, using municipal
level data and individual data. The estimation results show that a positive correlation between the
distance to the emergency center and infant mortality was confirmed statistically in a sample
analysis using municipalities with 2000 or more children in the area. The estimation results
suggested that it is important to consider the access time to the emergency medical center in
association with traffic volumes in urban areas. On the other hand, in the suburbs, there was an
implication that it is important for medical institutions to respond by expanding the number of

staff at the existing emergency medical center.
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