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This study targeted researchers and medical doctors and analyzed the
mechanism through which specialized knowledge and job information diffuse from the perspectives of
their professional behavior and personal networks. Based on data collected from approximately 1500
researchers and medical doctors, the importance of personal networks in knowledge dissemination and
uneven distribution was measured. In addition, the use and effects of personal networks on knowledge

exchange and diffusion were found to depend on characteristics of the knowledge and information
transferred, physical and institutional distance and strength of relationships between actors in the
personal networks, the systems in professional communities, and individuals’ mobility experiences.
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