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The purpose of this study is to clarify how the process of network formation
and collaboration in new business development of SMEs differs depending on the situation and
relationship among firms surrounding the focal firms through multiple case studies. In addition, we
identified the factors that influence the development of networking in SMES™ new business
development, and clarified their importance in the management of networking.

In order to achieve this objective, a review of previous studies on network formation,

collaboration, and new business development of SMEs was conducted. Next, we conducted an interview
survey to clarify the network formation of SMEs.
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