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The fundamental research for the social theory of risk and "non-knowing™:New
challenges for sociology after the Great East Japan Earthquake
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The aim of this study is to develop the fundamental perspective on the
sociology of non-knowing or ignorance while taking into account of the Great East Japan Earthquake.
First,it can be said that the theory of sociological non-knowing suggested by U.Beck&P.Wehling who
distinguish three dimensions of ignorance(epistemic/ temporal/ intentionality) is very useful for
analysing the post-disaster situation of 3.11 Japan. The dimension of intentionality of non-knowing
relates to the concept of “ strategic ignorance” . This concept reveals that the unkonwn has been
socially contrusted according to the political or economical reason. And if we must take into
account of the situation called “ the conflict over ignorance” ,the risk governance framework which
distinguishes four risk classes(simple /complex _/uncertain/ ambiguity) need to be examined carefully

whether it can fully consider who are distinguishing these risk classes and why.
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