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Research on interviewer effects on reporting in an interviewer-administered
survey
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In recent years, an increasing number of studies have examined interviewer
effects. However, previous studies were mainly based on data from surveys only conducted in Western
countries. Since the effects of observable traits of interviewers have usually been discussed in
connection with the cultural context of each society, it is important to examine whether the
tendencies about interviewer effects on reports in Japan are the same in Western countries. Thus,
the main goal of this study is to investigate the effects of observable traits of interviewers on
survey responses in Japan, using national sample survey as a dataset.

As a result, we found that the cross-level interaction effect between interviewer-gender and
respondent-age is significantly positive. Taking the negative effect of respondent-age as the main
effect into consideration, we could interpret these results as older people reporting more
gender-role egalitarian answers than they actually have before a female interviewer.
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