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A study on the transition of policy and legal system over rivers:analisis of
social change in modern Japan
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Rivers and forests were to be managed by ministries when the Meiji nation
tried to promote modernization in order to join the advanced Western nations. However, the
ministries were characterized by a very strong sectionalism, as each strong feudal domain got a
stranglehold at a specific ministry. In the case of important objective such as a river, which has
various functions, the concerned ministries and agencies will be in conflict over their management
rights. It is a competition aimed at "factional sectionalization” of river.

In this study, we have clarified that, not only is the concept of " factional sectionalization "
effective in analyzing various events surrounding rivers, but it also explains various social
phenomena such as the characteristics of Japanese fascism and the inhibition of the formation of
independent individuals.
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