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How do welfare states and labor markets determine the work-life balance of
men and women in child-raising households? The following points were found from the comparative
analysis of statistics and interviews in Japan and Taiwan. (1) The labor market (working hours) and
the welfare state (childcare services) matter for the work-life balance and birth rate. (2) The
welfare state (childcare leave) has different effects depending on the type of labor market. (3) The

welfare state (childcare services) may promote, rather than restrains, grandparenting.
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