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Awareness concerning Okinawan Society in contemporary Japan
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This article examines the social power relationships between Okinawa and
other parts of Japan concerning the American military bases through rationally and empirically
analyzing such relationships. Specifically, the points of controversy were abstracted and organized
from literature addressing discrimination theories and other issues. For the empirical analysis, a
questionnaire survey was administered to university students in Okinawa and other parts of Japan;
anti-military base and other activists were also interviewed. The qualitative data obtained from the

results revealed differences in awareness and miscommunication between Okinawa and other parts of
Japan concerning the military base issue. The activists had particularly different awareness from
others concerning whether the military base issue can be considered a Structural Discrimination
issue. More detailed analysis of the quantitative survey results concerning the young people’ s
awareness, however, remains to be performed.
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