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Longitudinal investigation of parent development from pregnancy to early
adulthood
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This stud% aims to explore the development of children and their parents
from pregnancy through infancy, childhood, and adulthood. This process is a child-rearing process
for the parents and an acculturation process for the children viewed from the perspective of
lifespan development and family dynamics. Parental Proxy Talk and Answer-like Talk by a Japanese and
an American mother was showed in culturally different contexts. The results of the interviews at
the age of 20 years suggested that as the children grew older, there was a process where a parent
recognizes her child as an existence that she had no control over, and that conflicts for a child
shifted from the family to the outside world. In addition, the SCT questionnaire was used to examine
the imagines of children, fathers, and mothers, and we found that the imagines of child were
characterized by the words; “ cheer” and “ grow-up,” while the imagines of fathers were
characterized by the words; “ home” and “ protect.”
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Table 1. PPT and PAT in 50 utterances of mothers
observational 3/4mo 6mo  9mo 12mo
() 1 1 session
50 Japanese PPT 14 15 17 16
(Parental Pr0x¥ Talk; PPT) Ar':;ﬁr;;n Eé'—lr— g 131 136 132
(Parental Answer-like Talk; PAT) Infant PAT 4 6 5 10
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