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Dependency on orthographic and contextual information in word processing among
native Japanese readers, and construction of a situation-dependent lexical
access model

MIZUNO, Rika

3,000,000

The Japanese language has an unparalleled number of homophones, and most

of them have multiple mates. Nevertheless, Japanese native readers can process them smoothly even
when they are presented auditorily. We examined homophone processing among native Japanese readers
and observed high dependency on orthographic information in lexical access, reflected in the
feedback from phonological to orthographic information, which enables them to access the target
lexical entries of homophones. We also found high dependency on contexts, which prevents activation
of the lexical entries for the nontarget mates of homophones, thereby achieving semantic
convergence. We integrated these findings and constructed a situation-dependent lexical access model

for Japanese native readers, appropriately weighting orthography and contexts according to the
situation.
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