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The purpose of this research is to construct a theory of political education

as social inquiry through interpreting the history and ideas of pragmatism from 19th century to
20th century to the present. To achieve this aim, the possibility of the theory and practice of
contemporary political education is explored from the viewpoint of the pragmatism that has
elaborated the idea of “ social inquiry” modeled on “ scientific inquiry” or “ critical ways of
thinking,” and the political and educational issues democratic education has faced are
reconsidered. Through such examination, this study identifies theoretical perspectives for
developing the new practice of political education to inquire and correlate the understandings of
science, morality, and politics.
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