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The purpose of this study is to reveal the establishment and characteristics
of the early childhood education system in modern Japan through conducting the empirical study from
three viewpoints: the policy intention of the Ministry of Education, the demand for the

establishment of the Ordinance Relating to Kindergartens in the kindergartner’ s community, and the
trends after the establishment.

First, regarding the policy intentions of the Ministry of Education, I examined the process of
drafting kindergarten orders and elucidated the intentions of enacting kindergarten orders. Second,
we clarified the kindergarten officials” requirements for the establishment of kindergarten
ordinances and the nature of the kindergarten development plan through analyzing the minutes of
national kindergarten-related tournaments. Third, | clarified the reform trends in kindergartens

after the enactment of the Ordinance Relating to Kindergartens by studying the cases of
kindergartens.
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Yukawa Katsumi

Transition from Kindergarten to Primary School: Examination from a Historical Perspective

World Education Research Association
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