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Although play-centered early childhood education is institutionally

recommended in Japan, it can not be said that it is successful for lack of a theory on teacher s
way of grasping of all children in her class, who are playing at each place in the kindergarten or
childcare center. On the other hand ’ Asobi Hoiku-ron’ ( Theory of Play-Centered Childhood
Education) by Hirohisa Ogawa presents the way for a teacher of how to provide materials and
construct their environment and support their activities to let them maintain it in order to grasp
all of her children. A teacher skilled at this theory, who has acquired the embodied knowledge for
expanding the theory, can understand the process of each play of all the groups of her class , their

difficulties in them to understand each child, whereas an inexperienced teacher cannot. This study
clarify theoretically and empirically difficulties and its cause of an inexperienced teacher s

practice.
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