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England in the nineteenth century had a very different examination system
from that of most other developed countries. Instead of creating a national system, the universities
played a leading role in the provision of external examinations for secondary schools.
This research focused on historical processes which central government determined to play a greater
role in secondary school examining in the early twentieth century in order to show that those who
control assessment procedures have power not only over the nature of such procedures, curricula,
study and teaching methods, but also over the purpose to study. I thank the international research
exchanges with British academics for their contributions to the research framework and methodology
of this study.
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