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The purpose of this research is to clarify the characteristics of the
Rockefeller Foundation’ s support for English education during the Cold War Period in Japan, by
comparing this support for two non-official Japanese research organizations studying
English-language teaching: the Institute for Research in Language Teaching (IRLT) and the English
Language Exploratory Committee (ELEC). Support for IRLT played a role in complementing the
occupation’ s reforms for English education, while support for ELEC helped implement U.S. policy
after the Japan Peace Treaty. Both of these cases were the result of a philanthropic strategy
designed to further U.S. national interests.
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