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The Connection between National Awareness and Social Consciousness for Human
Coexistence, and its Relation with History Education Experiences, in the
Formation of Modern Japanese Historical Awareness

Okamoto, Tomochika
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This study considers the role played by formal education in overall
social integration, and analyzes the logic of social integration as expressed in educational
information in schools, including textbook content and details of the worldview and social image of
the people who receive such information.

Specifically, regarding the historical awareness of the people living in Japan in the 2010s, it
was investigated how a connection is created and expressed between national awareness and social
consciousness for human coexistence, and how this relates to history education experiences in
schools and other contexts. Using the indicator of the content of history education in secondary
education, which has transitioned with postwar social changes, a sociological analysis that
correlates generations of students with their education experiences was conducted to examine
importance of knowledge as a background for historical awareness.
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