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The present research studied the long-term effects of different modalities
of non-formal preschool education programs in education attainment through a case study of rural
Cambodia. After a group of children sampled in 2008/09 was followed up, data of 256 children were
analyzed. Participation in community preschool programs was found to promote timely school entries
to primary schools at the school beginning age after controlling family backgrounds and distance to
primary schools. Participation in a community preschool program characterized by additional health
and sanitation services and more active community participation increased the number of grades
completed at school even when family background factors were considered. Contrary to the
conventional knowledge from developed nations’ research, however, this study found no evidence of
curbing repetitions and dropouts from primary or junior high school, and confirmed strong effects of

family socio-economic backgrounds.
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