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How to Japanese essay writing to Japanese elementary school students: Through
essays an analysis of errors in students® essays
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In this study | recorded the errors in Japanese made by Japanese elementary
school students and developed a database on them, which was published in the Bulletin of the Center
for Educational Research and Practice, Faculty of Education and Human Studies, Akita University,

Vol. 39. The database revealed errors appear in sounds and spellings, which are mainly caused by

their low awareness to the correct use.

In addition, | wrote another two articles in the same bulletin in Vols. 40 and 41, on how to
prevent such errors and improve their writing. The analysis of the Japanese classes to third-graders
in Akita showed that the instruction aimed at error prevention works effectively for the following

instruction of revision, and that pair or group work is more effective than individual work for

checking their writing. The study on the Japanese classes to sixth-graders in Tokyo showed that some
students repeated the errors even after they found and corrected them.
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