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A study on Selection of Information to be Accepted by Children and Examination
of its Qualitative Value in Science Learning

SATO, Hiroyuki
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In order to clarify the information that children consider to be accepted
and the bases for their choices in science learning, we analyzed the data of children®s conceptions
in science class. As a result of this study, the following was clarified:

1) When choosing information that children considered to be accepted in science learning, children
recall what originated from their life experience related to learning keywords. Based on the
relationship between their ideas and the learning objective, children added grounds to their
expectations, with the addition of children’ s understanding from prior science learning.

2) Depending on how easily the factors that resulted in the experimental outcomes could be
expressed, the children’ s methods of expression varied. Their methods of expression were determined
by their ability to articulate the cause of the experimental results as well as their
conceptualizations, and further varied according to the children’ s confidence in their
explanations.
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