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A Study on Supporting School Nurses in Dental Checkups for Autistic Children

Ikenaga, Rieko
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This study aims to clarify the actual situation of support giving by school
nurses and teachers in the dental checkup at schools for children with autism spectrum disorders,
and to obtain suggestions for safe and secure support methods. We investigated the support methods
of school nurses and teachers using non-participatory observation method i1n the dental examination
scenes at 6 intellectual special support schools. As a result, it was suggested that there are needs

of diversified support methods on teacher’ s placement and physical supports suitable for the grade
and disability characteristics in the dental checkups at special support schools contain children
with intellectual disabilities and autism. We were also convinced that the words and actions related
to the children™s greetings during the dental examination could be elicited by clear instructions
and admiration using the picture cards of the supporters.
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