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A Study on the Construction of Churches by Missionaries of the Foreign Missions
of Paris through their Tools and Technologies
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The purpose of this study is construction of churches in Nagasaki by
missionaries through their tools and techniques.

There are 1,400 tools of Father de Rotz in the former Shitsu aid center. The weaving tools were
brought from France in 1880s. The Kawahara family of carpenters worked with Father de Rotz on the
churches and convents in Sotome area. The Kawahara family built 11 churches by 1952. The structure
is same, gabled roof, tri-aisle interior, semicircular arch opening and wooden ceiling. The other
carpenter Tetsukawa Yosuke built 50 Christian buildings between 1906 and 1951. According to
Tetsugawa, the French priest had knowledge and skills in construction. Tetsukawa worked on the site
in collaboration with priest.

Joshua Helmes Vogel, 1889-1970, the missionary architect came to Japan 1913-17 and 1925-26. |
organized his activities through the Ohio State University collection. The period of the churches
completed was also the time of boom in Nanban literature in Japan.
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