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Evolutionary roles of hybrid zones of the sect. Brachycaryx azaleas in the Fossa
Magna Area
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Rhododendron sect. Brachycalyx is a diverse plant genus in Japan. Three
species distributed in the South Kanto District forms hybrid zones around Mt. Fuji and lzu
Peninsula. Genetic analysis revealed three genetic component corresponding with each species, and
hybrid swarm in the hybrid zones. In contrast, genetically hybrid individuals sometimes showed
flower morphology of pure species. They suggests, in the hybrid zones of the sect. Brachycalyx,
divergent selection, positive selection on pure species” traits, may maintain species entities.
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