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Forage and bioenergy resources of napiergrass cultivated in site of animals
buried after foot-and-mouth disease infection and in the abondoned fields
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1 To consider the adaptability of napiergrass (Pennisetum purpureum
Schumach) to the animal burial site for weed control, normal and dwarf napiergrasses were
transplanted to observe that normal and dwarf napiergrass genotypes successfully established as high
as 82-91% and 73-85%, respectively.
2) Feasibility of napiergrass was determined as a pellet material for bioenergy feedstuffs by
determining yielding abilities, structural carbohydrate concentration and calorific value of
pellets, showing 16.7-18.7 MJ /kg dry matter (DM) of the pellets, which is almost comparable with
the value of woody pellets.
3) The year-round grazing potential of dwarf napiergrass was examined for breeding beef cows in
southern Kyushu, showing that liveweight (LW) gain increased with grazing, averaging 0.79
kg/head/day with 19.4 g DM/kg LW/day of dry matter intake for 56 days when grazing fresh grass in
the summer and 0.71 kg/head/day on foggage pastures for 42 days from December to February.
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