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Calculation of thinning volume considering cascade use at prefecture level

Hiroshima, Takuya
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We developed thinning volume calculation model considering cascade use at
prefecture level. We also conducted simulations to predict commercial thinning volumes based on 3
scenarios of "business as usual™, "promoting final cutting" and "promoting thinning" to check
whether the domestic timber production goal of 32 million m3 in 2020 is achievable or not. As a
result, all 3 scenarios are going to achieve the production goal in terms of thinning and imply that
there is no problem to proceed current thinning trends (i.e. "business as usual™ scenario) to
achieve the goal in 2020. In addition, it is found that about 20-30 % of total commercial thinning
volume are distributed to fuel woods for energy uses in common prefectures.
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