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Habitat use of mother-calf pairs of finless porpoises
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We conducted aerial and land-based sighting surveys to estimate calving and
nursing grounds for finless porpoises. Aerial surveys were conducted in the coastal waters < 20 m in
depth between Takahagi, lbaraki Prefecture and Onjyuku, Chiba Prefecture from spring to summer in

2017 and 2018 (sighting effort, 3600km). A total of 91 hours of land-based surveys were done from
April 2016 to September 2017. Mother-calf pairs were not found at the north and south ends of the
survey areas. The distribution was concentrated off Kashima and off Choshi, suggested the
possibility that finless porpoises preferred certain areas as a nursing ground. Encounter rates of
mother-calf pairs increased in May June and the proportion of the pairs showed an upward trend from
April to July in Kashima Nada and around Choshi. In the land-based surveys, mother-calf pairs were
sighted in May July and September and feeding behavior of the mothers were observed.
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