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Study on mesothelioma diagnosis on cytologic preparations: Determination of
neoplastic nature with pl6 FISH and immunohistochemistry
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In this study, we found that loss of expression of protein product of MTAP
(methylthioadenosine phosphorylase) gene, located in the 9p21 region, correlated most with the
deletion status of pl6 gene as detected by FISH. This IHC detection of MTAP loss has been revealed
to be useful for discriminating epithelioid mesothelioma from reactive mesothelial cell
proliferations in tissues and cell blocks, with 100% specificity. MTAP IHC was also useful for
distinguishing desmoplastic mesothelioma from fibrous pleuritis, with 100% specificity.
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