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Evaluating the patho?gnesis of non-alcoholic steatohepatitis from the viewpoint
of xenobiotic metabolism
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Aryl hydrocarbon receptor gAhR) is involved in metabolism of xenobiotics,
such as dioxin. However, the physiological roles of AhR in whole body remains unclear. This study
confirmed that a high-cholesterol diet easily induced non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH) in
AhR-disrupted mice. Several comprehensive analyses revealed the major contribution of AhR to
regulating hepatic lipid metabolism and immune/inflammatory response. These results demonstrate a
novel function of AhR, which protects livers from NASH caused by excessive cholesterol consumption.
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