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Prospective study on exposure to tobacco smoke early in life and allergic
diseases
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We conducted an epidemiologic study on risks of allergy diseases in relation
to exposure to tobacco smoke early in life. Exposure to tobacco smoke in fetal period, assessed by
urinary cotinine levels in pregnant mothers, was not significantly associated with any of
immunoglobulin E levels in cord blood and asthma, atopic dermatitis, and allergic rhinitis in
childhood. Among young children, smoking habits of parents and other family members were not
significantly associated with any of asthma, atopic dermatitis, and allergic rhinitis. Also, there
were no significant associations between urinary cotinine levels and these allergic diseases.
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