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Role of IL-18 on blood pressure regulation
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An increase in inflammatory cytokines is observed in hypertensive patients,
which results in a further increase in blood pressure. We have reported that in Interleukin (IL)-18
deficient mice, even with induction of hypertension, the rise in blood pressure is mild. It is also
reported that NaCl co-transporter (NCC) is one of the receptors for IL-18. Therefore, we considered
that IL-18 might be involved in elevated blood pressure by activating NCC. However, in this study,
it was not possible to clarify that activation of NCC is involved in blood pressure regulation.
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