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We investigated the role of transcription factor KLF5 in colorectal liver
metastases. In vitro experiments using colon cancer cell lines suggested that KLF5 promotes cell
proliferation and maintains cancer stem cell property. To confirm these findings, we next assesed
KLF5 expression by immunohistochemistry and evaluated the association of KLF5 expression and
colinical outcome. High KLF5 expression was significantly associated with large tumor diameter.
Furthermore, the overall survival time and the time to surgical failure were significantly shorter
in patients with high KLF5 expression. Multivariate analysis demonstrated that high KLF5 expression
was an independent prognostic factor for overall survival after resection of liver metastases.
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