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Human papilloma virus (HPV)infection is a sexually transmitted disease,
whose genotype can be divided into high risk and low risk types. The high-risk type is known to
cause cervical cancers of the uterus. The aim of this study was to examine whether or not HPVs cause

chronic placentitis and whether or not HPVs affect maternal and fetal conditions during pregnancy.
We examined a cohort of placental tissues diagnosed as chronic placentitis of unknown etiology to
determine the localization of HPVs and their genotypes. High-risk types of HPV were detected in all
of the placentae examined. In addition, those placentae were associated with premature delivery, low
birth-weight, and pre-eclampsia. We concluded that high-risk HPV infection to the placenta might be

involved in the genesis of chronic placentitis leading to premature birth, fetal growth
restriction, and pre-eclampsia.
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