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Between 30% and 40% of mothers of infants with autism spectrum disorder
(ASD) notice behavioral disorders in the child’ s first 18 months, but early diagnoses remain
difficult. To develop an ASD behavior checklist for the prenatal period, infancy, and early
childhood that can aid mothers in managing their children. This study recruited 25 mothers of
children with ASD, including 5 with infants and 4 with high school-aged children in the Tokyo area,
and 8 with infants and 8 with elementary school-aged children in the Chukyo area. Interview
responses were transcribed, qualitatively assessed, and used to develop a questionnaire.
The mothers of children with ASD reported that their children exhibited behaviors characteristic of
ASD, but the control group mothers did not. These behaviors were categorized as being related to
auditory, visual, or skin somatosensory disorders; fetal movement; playing with toys; or

interpersonal relationships.
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