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Study on the care of sick and post-sick children in family support centers and
the competency of support coordinators

Saito, Mikiko
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The following findings were found regarding the actual conditions of
temporary care of sick and post-sick children at the Family Support Center, which is one of the
child care support services, and the competency of the coordinators (advisors) who support the
activities. Support for sick and post-sick children at 6 Family Support Centers in A Prefecture was
less than 5% of all support activities. Parents mainly used the service when their children were
sick and could not go to the nursery. Supporters had anxiety about taking care of the sick child and
the post-sick child but accepted because they wanted to help parents. Advisors were aware of the
risks of taking care of sick and post-sick children and therefore struggled to make adjustments to

meet the demands. Eight aspects were identified as competencies for advisors to coordinate
activities.
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