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The purpose of this study is to clarify the issues of end-of-life care for
leprosy-affected people living in the community from both parties and medical institutions. We
distributed a questionnaire regard to medical support of end-of-life care among leprosy- affected
people to the consignment medical institution of the national leprosarium. Then, in total 6
participants (60 years old and older) responded to the semi-structured interviews. In this study,
data were categorized by examining the interview transcript and identifying significant statements
and meanings. The results indicated the following. 1) There was not enough system to support
end-of-life care for leprosy-affected people living in community. In particularly, there were no
medical personnel with knowledge of the aftereffects of leprosy such as eye and foot care. 2)
Despite many of the participants desire to die in society, leprosy stigma influenced decision-making
such as medical support and place of death.
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