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Development of a program to increase support capability based on elucidation of
difficulties faced by public health nurses involved in prevention of child abuse

HASHIMOTO, Hiroko
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This_study aimed to identify factors influencing the difficulties faced by
public health nurses (PHNs) in the prevention of child abuse and to understand the relationship
between the personal attributes of PHNs and the difficulties faced by them. A questionnaire survey
was administered to PHNs involved in prevention of child abuse in public health centers and
municipalities all over Japan. Data collected were analyzed using exploratory factor analysis. Six
factors on the difficulties faced by PHNs were extracted and identified as: “ support of parents and

their families facing problems,” “ process of assessing the problem and linking to support,” *
cooperation with relevant organizations,” “ ability as a PHN to provide support,” *“ collaboration
within the workplace,” and “ support for abused children.” These difficulties were related to the
PHNs' experience, current work position, training on abuse, and the number of child abuse cases
encountered by them.
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