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We developed a competency self-assessment scale for public health nurses
working on tobacco control in local governments in Japan. We prepared a draft scale based on the
results of an interview survey with public health nurses in municipalities with advanced tobacco
control. We then conducted a nationwide survey by self-administered questionnaire and a retest among

public health nurses in charge of tobacco control in local governments. The new scale, “ Competency
Self-Assessment Scale for Tobacco Control in Local Government for Public Health Nurses” (planned
publication date 2021), consists of 33 items in five subscales, and is both reliable and valid. This
scale will help to strengthen the competency of public health nurses in charge of tobacco control
and educational evaluation such as training on tobacco control.
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