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In order to evaluate impacts of various decision-makings, measures and
visioning in present society from sustainability viewpoint, we aimed to develop a new assessment
methodology explicitly incorporating the viewpoints of future generation. Most importantly, we
introduced in this study the mechanism called “ imaginary future generations” who are tasked with
representing future generations in assessment practice. We conducted a series of workshops inviting
local citizens in Yahaba town, lwate prefecture, and obtained relevant data with which we studied
the effectiveness of introducing “ imaginary future generations.” Based on detailed analyses, we
found that such factors as judgement criteria, thinking patterns and weighting changed considerably
in case of assessing from future perspectives comparing with the case of current persEective. Using
such data, we developed the foundation of the new assessment method incorporating both current and
future generation’ s viewpoints.
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