2016 2018

Relationship between super-aging society and garbage segregation behavior of
residents

TABATA, TOMOHIRO
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This study surveyed the plastic packaging waste segregation behavior of
residents of Japanese cities, especially aged residents. It discusses the possible environmental
effects on the municipal solid waste management system that could occur due to the projected
increase in the number of senior citizens in the population and the consequent changes in garbage
segregation behavior.

The results revealed that younger age groups have a low level of plastic waste segregation behavior
despite a high level of recognition that plastic packaging waste is recyclable. We also found that
the level of segregation increases among older age groups but that the level decreases among
residents of 70 years and older because of diminished physical mobility. Based on the result, we
discuss about the existing rules pertaining to garbage segregation by using a quantification of the
C02 emissions of plastic waste recycling and incineration.
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