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Maintenance and increase of resident population of local cities by promotion of
professional sports

Mano, Yoshiyuki
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The purpose of this study was to clarify the process by which _a professional

sports team enhances the place attachment. The survey target was residents of Imabari City, Ehime
Prefecture, where FC Imabari is based.

Based on a total of three longitudinal surveys, we divided the group into a rising group and a
non-rising group of team identification for FC Imabari and verified the time-series changes in place
attachment. It became clear that the place attachment degree was significantly enhanced by the
rising group compared to the non-raising group. In addition, it also became clear that “ social
assessment of the area” functions as an iIntermediary variable in the relation structure. Through
this research, it is suggested that the professional sports team may increase the place attachment
degree of local residents and contribute to the maintenance and expansion of the settlement
population.
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