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The Reception of Japanese Sex Culture in Interwar Europe
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This research aimed to reveal how Japanese sex culture was received in
interwar Europe. It started with the project to find out the way that international collaborative
publication of 2 volumes on Japanese sex life (Japanisches Geschlechtsleben) in Leipzig in 1931 was
realized by an Austrian anthropologist, Friedrich Krauss, and a Japanese sexologist, Satow Tamio
(Kouka). Their relationship was expected to unwind the hidden network of the sexologists between
Japan and the West. But neither at library of Vienna University which Krauss worked for nor in
Krauss collections at UCLA library has possessed any primary materials on Japanese sex culture or
records of their correspondence. The absence of materials has shown the reality of censorship,
suppression and book burning of the sex-related studies in interwar Europe and Japan.
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