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A Media-Sociocultural History on Mass Tourism in Modern China
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This research is a fundamental empirical study on the history of the
mass tourism in modern China, the 1910s-30s, focusing especially on the “ private” tourist
associations of Shanghai, such as Yousheng L&uuml;xing Tuan (the Voices of Friends Tourist Club) and

Jiande Chuxu Hui (Temperance and Saving Association). The research traced the process of birth and
development of these associations, and also made an exploration into the significance of their
activities from the viewpoint of media-sociocultural history.

Through this case study, we transformed the former common theory about the early history of
modern Chinese mass tourism, and furthermore, through the Sino-Western comparative approach to the
relationships amongst temperance/moral ethics and social reform/revolution, and the internal linkage

between tourism and the imagined readers® community, we achieved some new perspectives on the
complicated dynamism and the nexus between mobility and modernity.
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