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Lar?g—scgle corpus based research on functional words in Japanese and its
application to the development of a search tool
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In this ﬁroject we conducted research on functional words in Japanese using
a large scale corpus (BCCWJ) with a view to develop a search tool dedicated to functional words.
First, we identified the functional words and classified them according to their part-of-speech and
types. Further we prepared grammatical patterns to extract the words that collocate with the
functional words. Using these patterns, we extracted data from the BCCWJ corpus and created a
database. Finally, we developed a search tool that allows the user to search functional words and
extract information on their collocates in order to understand their usage in context. The tool can
be accessed for free from the following link: http://nlb.ninjal.ac.jp/fep/
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