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The number of international students on university campuses in Japan has
increased, and it is now quite common for international students of differing cultural and
linguistic backgrounds to talk to each other in Japanese as their second language. Second language
conversations in Japanese are also increasing in the workplace and in local communities. The purpose

of this study is to analyze the conversations between second language speakers of Japanese. It
focuses on conversations by international students on university campuses. The discourse of casual
conversations between friends and in-class discussions between students during Japanese language
classes are scrutinized and the features of second language conversations are described. The
influence of genre difference is also discussed. Conversations between international students and
Japanese students are also analyzed so that comparison can be made to the features in conversations

between second language speakers.
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