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Chronological Study of the Shenshou Mirrors from the Viewpoint of the Craftsmen
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Based on the analysis of the inscriptions, | divide lines of the craftsmen
school of the mirrors with the image of divinities and animals (or Shen-shou mirrors) roughly into
four periods. In the first period, Guan-han school founded in Sichuan, created Shen-shou mirrors
with ring-like nipples in the second century. In the second period, Zhang-shi Yuangong working at
Wu-jun and Xiang-fang began to imitate the Shen-shou mirror of Guan-han school in 180s, and broke up

into three types of Shen-shou mirror with the unidirectional, the contrapositional and the
stratified arrangements in 190s. In the third period, Kuai-ji school founded about 215 A.D.,
imitated the three types of Shen-shou mirrors in the second period, but there are plenty of
noteworthy aspects to the inscriptions mentioned with a date of casting and its sign of the Chinese
sexagenary cycle. In the fourth period, Wu and Kuai-ji school mainly produced Shen-shou mirrors with
the contrapositional arrangement.
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