2016 2018

Local government policies on same-sex partnerships and urban space in Japan

Yoshida, Michiyo
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This study was aimed at explorin? the concept of * home’ and the influence
of the official recognition of same-sex partnerships by local governments on residential choice of
same-sex couples. Finding little influence of the policies on their decisions on residence, the
study focused on following two themes: political movements behind the introduction of local
government policies on same-sex partnerships and the public reaction to these policies. The results
of the research on the ten Japanese local governments that officially recognized same-sex
partnerships suggest that there were four types of political promotions that led to policies on
same-sex partnerships. The negative reactions were seen in many phone calls and facsimile letters to
local government offices, however, these reactions abated within a few months after the
announcement. Not many LGBT people publicly expressed their opinions, and further research is needed
to explore their thoughts on these policies.
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