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Juxtaposition of phisical bodies and virtual bodies in SNS use of young Japanese
volunteers
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In this study, we realized three case studies based on researches conducted
among young Japanese working as volunteers in oversea assistance, volunteers in caring activities
for helping disabled people, and university students pursuing sport training. We observed their
activities, interviewed them on the activities and the pictures they took with their smartphones,
and analysed pictures they up-loaded to SNS sites, blogs, or homepages, in order to compare the
nature of physical body with the representation of bodies in photography. The analysis revealed that

people cannot fully control their physical body while they can control bodies in photo images where
bodies are showed in symbiosis. Pictures of students in voluntary activities explicit the i1deal
social relations in a particular way, and build up a public space specific to the photographic
image. Therefore, the digital photography creates a new public space and contributes to reconstruct
the public space in the physical world.
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